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WILLIAM COBBETT,
Of the City of Philadelphia.

PROPOSALS
FOR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION,

A NEW, ENTIRE, AND NEAT EDITION
o,

PORCUPINE’S WORKS.
\

FOR an author to hand forward as the publiflier

of his own performances is always an unplea-

lanttafk; but more efpecially is it unpieafant, when
he is confcious that they have neither learning nor

genius to recommend them. This is my prefent fi-

tuation. The diffidence, which, therefore, I feel,

in iffuing thefe Propofals, would be infurmountable,

were it not an eilabliihed truth, that works of very

little literary merit are often rendered interefting and
ehimable by the importance of the fubjefts of

which they treat, or of the events with which they

are connefted. Things of no intrinfic value fre-o
.

quently become valuable when feen in a relative

point of view. The Beacon, that hands on the

fhore, is, in itfelf, but a mean and infignificant fa-

brick, compofed of materials the moil common
and faffiioned by hands themoft rude

3
yet, the falu-

tary caution, which, through its means, the benight-

ed mariner receives, renders it an object of his at-

tention and his care, if not of his gratitude. Such
are the lowly pretenfions of the Works of Peter
Porcupine 3 which, though they prefent neither

grandeur, elegance, nor fymmetrv, wdll neverthe-
lefs ferve to teach the wandering and bewildered
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politician to avoid the breakers, which furround the
yawning and infernal gulph of democracy.

After having thus frankly acknowledged the

humble merits ofmy work, I can, with the lefs hefi-

tation, proceed to Hate the flattering circumftances,
which have induced me to undertake a new and
complete edition of it, in a form more commodious
than any in which it has hitherto appeared
Of each Pamphlet

,
publifbed under my affumed

name of Peter Porcupine, about fix thoufand copies,

upon an average, have been printed and fold in

America. The fale ot thofe, which have been ho-

noured by a re-publication in England, lias, probab-
ly, been much greater. All of them, I believe,

have palled through three or four, and fome, in an
abridged ftate, have attained to ten, twelve, and
even feventeen editions. On Porcupine’s Gazette

no obfervation of this fort is required, as its fuperi-

ority, in point of extenfive circulation, over all others,

in this country, has long been univerfaily known
and acknowledged. I am aware, that it will be faid,

and with great truth, that this almoft unparalleled

fuccefs is to be aferibed folely to the goodnefs ©f the

caufe which I have efpoufed; but this, fo far from

being a difeouragement to my prefent undertaking,

is the very circumftance on which 1 place my princi-

pal reliance*

There are few of the pamphlets now remaining

on hand, and thofe very far from being in a perfect

ftate. In fa£t there are fevera'l, of which I pofl'efs

only the fingle copy that has been referved to re-

print from. And, as to the Gazette, fuch has been

the increafing demand for it, that, though tor a long

time I laid by a hundred files tor fale, I can, at this

moment, make up but three complete for the firfl

year, neither of which, ltriftly fpeaking, can be

called my own property. Thus iituated, the orders

which I have received, from all parts, for complete

fets of the pamphlets and complete files ot the papers

have been a mortification to me rather than a plea

fure



fure ;
becaufe, being unwilling to refute and unable

to comply, I have been continually tantalizing my-

felf as well as my cuftomers.

Republifhing the pamphlets complete would have

been no great matter ;
but a new edition of the Ga-

zette prefented difficulties innumerable : and, even

if all thefe could have been furmounted, the work

would kill have been incomplete, ununiform, and

incommodious. It was neverthelefs neceffiary to fall

on fome plan for effefling fo delirable an objeft,

and, after the matured; confideration, I determined

on that which I now proceed to detail.

I ffiall begin with the pamphlets, and arrange them
according to their dates down to the time when the

Gazette began. But, as thefe pamphlets, in general,

are confined each to a tingle fubjeft, the work, fo

far, will give but a very imperfeft idea of the poli-

tics of the whole time during which it was written.

To fupply this defect, I ffiall infert between each
pamphlet an hiftorical fketch of the intermediate

fpace, making the conclufion of each fketch a fort

of introduction to the fucceeding pamphlet. This
addition will not only render the chain of events en-

tire, but will alfo ferve as a key to the pamphlets
themfelves; many parts of which without fome
fuch aid, mult appear unintelligible to thofe, who
are not thoroughly acquainted with all the charac-

ters introduced, and who have not a perfeft recol-

ceftion of all the circumftances amidlt which each
pamphlet was firft brought forward to the public.

When I arrive at the epocha, at which the Ga«
zette commenced, I ffiall begin to reprint from it

;

but not without difcrimination. A daily paper,
like a packing-cafe, muft neceffafily contain a
good deal of Wadding. The quantity is, indeed,
always in an inverfe proportion to the valuable
matter; but, though I may have ffiifted with lefs

than fome of my brethren, I ffiould be wanting in

gratitude to His Democratic Excellency of Penn-
lylvania, and feveral other long-winded wad-makers,

were
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were I not to acknowledge the obligations I owe to

their manufactory.. Upon a revifion of the Ga-
zette, however, I (hall take fpecial care to throw
out this wadding

; or, at leaft, to referve only fuch
a part of it as is necefifary to preferve my remarks.
State-papers , fpeeches, communications, &;c. &;c.

which are of great importance, and of courfe, often

referred to, I fhall infert at length. Of every other

voluminous article, at all worth noticing, I fhall

give an abridgment.

In general, I (hall follow the chronological order ;

but, when I come to a fubjeCt, which is treated of

in different parts of the paper, and which will de-

rive an advantage from being feen at one view, I

fhall fix on the place for its infertion, and bring my
materials together from anterior or pofterior dates.

This departure from the general rule will, for in-

fiance, be peculiarly proper in recording the pro-

ceedings of a feffion of Congrefs, of which it will

be much more convenient for the reader to find an

entire, though condenfed view, under the date of

its clofe, than to be obliged to fearch for it in de-

tached parts through four or five hundred pages.

In thus travelling my ground a fecond time, it is

obvious, that I lhall have many and important ad-

vantages, which, before, I could not poffefs. I

fhall be enabled (as well in the pamphlets as the

Gazette) to reCfify errors, which were committed
through hade or want of correCt information ; and
alfo, to introduce obfervations, faffs, and demo-
cratic anecdotes, which, from the fame caufes,

were omitted. In performing this part of my talk,

I lhall not forget to notice certain paffages, relative

to America, in the London Neio Annual Regijter

and Monthly Review ; particularly the bafe and ma-

licious mifreprefentations and talfehoods, which
were inferted in thofe publications for the evi-

dent purpofe of ferving France and injuring Great

Britain.
’
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That the work may be as fatisfaQ'ory as it is in

my power to render it, I fhall prefix to the jirjl

volume a Summary View of the politics of the

United States, from the end of the American war

to the commencemenr of that in which Great Bri-

tain is now glorioufly engaged againft the perfidious

and fanguinary Republic of France. In this retro-

fpe£I I fhall endeavour to trace back to their ef-

ficient caufes, that abfurd and unnatural partiality

for France, that enthufiafm in her unjuft and im-

pious caufe, and all thofe novel, wild, and dan.

gerous notions, to contribute my feeble aid towards

the combatting of which, I was enticed from that

obfcurity, in which I was born, and in which by
nature 1 was intended to remain.

The work will confift of about Fifteen Volumes,
bearing the date of the year on the back, and that

of the month in the running title at the top of
every page. Befides this, each volume will con-
tain a Table of Contents, and a copious Index j fo

that, in a few minutes, a decilion may be obtained
of any queftion as to the politics or news of the
momentous period embraced by the work. For,
befides that it will be a minute regifier of every
occurrence relative to the United States, it will be
found to contain a greater variety of interefting and
authentic information concerning the Republican
French, and their coadjutors in Great Britain and
Ireland, than any other work either in America or
Europe.

To colleff and arrange the materials has been a
long and laborious talk. It is, thank God, nearly
at an end, and the firft volume is now in the prefs,
I iliould not have iflued thefe Propofals, had I not
perceived that the undertaking was too great for
me to accomplifh in any reaionable time, without
availing myfelf of the afliftance of a fubfeription,
or without incurring greater pecuniary embarraff-
ment than I could pothbly iupport with a mind a
eafe.

That
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That the work, thus cohered, will be approved
of and fupported by thofe, from whom alone I wifh
to receive approbation and fupport, I prelume from
the fuccefs which has

x
uniformly attended it in de-

tached parts. There are, indeed, fome perfons in

America, who, though they are, generally fpeak-
ing, friends to the caufe I have endeavoured to

allill*, difapprove of me as an advocate for the
Britifh nation and the Britifh monarchy

:
yet, I am

perfuaded, that there are very few amongft thefe fo

devoid of candour, as to deny, that I have rendered
them and their government no trifling fervice

; that

I have ever made the caufe of America my own
caufe

; that I have watched her enemies writh as

much vigilance, purfued them with as much eager-

nefs, and puniihed them with as much feverity, as

if they had been my own perfonal enemies ; and
that, if I have, in fpite of reproach and perfecution,

perfifled in profeffing fidelity and allegiance to my
lawful fovereign, I have, on the other hand, gone
as far, at leafl, as any native of the country, to

prove my attachment to the government under
which I live. It is poffible, that the bafe calum-

nies, which it was once fafhionable to heap on

Great Britain, may fometimes have provoked me
to make ufe of expreffions too harfh and of too ex-

tenfive application ;
but the provocation is my apo-

logy. Who could hear his country ftigmatized as
v£ an infular Bajlille,” his King as a “ tyrant, and
tc a monfter,” and his whole nation as ££ unprin-
<£ ciplcd wretches and defpicabkJlaves ?" who, with

the heart of a Briton in his bofom, could hear this,

and prefcribe any bounds to his refentment ?-

Should there, however, ftill be perfons, who en-

tertain a diflike to me on this account, let me
hope that none of thefe will be found amongft my
countrymen. Them 1 certainly never have offend-

ed, on them I have fome little claim, and to them,

therefore, l appeal, on this occafion, with that con-

fidence, which their well-known public fpirit is

calculated to infpirc.

CONDITIONS



CONDITIONS.

I. It is impofhble to fay exactly how-
niany volumes will be neceffary

;

but there {hall not be lefs than

thirteen volumes, and it is pro-

bable there will befxieen . The
Paper is fine, the Type beau-

tiful, and the Binding lhall be

neat, if not elegant.

II. The work lhall be ready for de-

livery in the month of Auguft
next, in America, and about the

month of December, in Great

Britain.

III. The Subfcription for each Set, in

America, is tf.n dollars,
ft
aid

at the time offuhjbribing ,
and

Subfcriptions are received

London
;

by Melfrs. Mund
Mefl'rs. J. and A. Duncan,
Dublin.

Philadelfthia ,

Feb. blhy 1799.

ten more when the Set is deli-

vered.— In Great Britain the

fubfcription isfour guineas and
a half

,

the whole to be paid

when the work is delivered.

IV. The Price to non-fubfcribers, in

America, (hall be tweniy-fix

dollars
,

and in Great Britain

five guineas and a half.

V. After the work is completed, up
to the time contemplated in the

foregoing propofals, a volume,

for the fucceeding time, will

be publilhed half-yearly, or

oftener if it fhould be, found

neceffary.

Mr. J. Wright, Piccadilly,

ll and Sons, Edinburgh; by
•1-lalgow

; and by Mr. Millikin,

WM. COBBETT.
>
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